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that he did not have the perspicacity to submit his ebullition to the 
cooling influence of a scientific co-worker. In such a case we believe 
the result would have been a different one aud one productive of bene¬ 
ficent and lasting results. As it is now it would seem to be corrobora¬ 
tive of that bit of gamin philosophy which is contained in the question 
and answer, “ What’s the good of anything ? Nothing.” 

In concluding these remarks which we make merely to direct atten¬ 
tion to the book, we are reminded by way of contrast of some remarks 
made by Sir Edwin Arnold anent two American degenerates (Nordau) a 
few years ago in an after-dinner speech at one of the clubs in this city. 
That speecn which seemed to its auditors remarkable alike for its fair¬ 
ness and erudition contained an allusion to “The catullus-like perfec¬ 
tion of the lyrics of Edgar Allen Poe, and the glorious large-tempered 
dithyrambs of Walt Whitman ” To Sir Edwin the former was more 
than jingle headed and the latter not the blatant idiot of Nordau. 

But then we remark what can be expected from one who has the bad 
taste, to call it by no worse name to stigmatizes contemporary, who at 
least has some admirers, as an incurable cretin ? JOSEPH CuELINS. 

Nervous Diseases of Children. By B. Sachs, M.D., 
Professor of Mental and Nervous Diseases in the 
New York Polyclinic, etc. 647 pages, with an appen¬ 
dix. 162 illustrations. Wm. Wood & Co., Publish¬ 
ers, 1895. 

This is the first attempt that we are aware of, in this country at least, 
to scientifically classify and study the various nervous disorders which 
begin in infancy. The author’s long experience and close observation 
particularly fit him for the task he has undertaken and the result of his 
labor is unquestionably a valuable addition to American neurological 
literature. 

The study of nervous diseases in children is for many reasons vastly 
more difficult than in the adult, and, therefore, a more refined and inti¬ 
mate knowledge of the various methods of detecting abnormal conditions 
is necessary than the average physician is at all likely to possess. For 
this reason the introduction, which treats of the various methods of 
examination, is one of the most important and valuable divisions of the 
book. Simple yet reliable tests are described for detecting abnormalities 
of sensibility ; directions for ascertaining disorders of the special senses 
are concisely explained and the relation of paresis and paralysis to dis¬ 
ease of the cerebro-spinal system have been carefully elaborated in a series 
of tables which deserve more than a passing notice. These tables con¬ 
tain in parallel columns the names of the various important muscles of 
the body ; their normal functions, the symptoms exhibited when their 
actions are deficient, the name of the nerves which supply them, and the 
locality of their representation in the cord or medulla, and finally the 
forms of disease which commonly depend upon the preceding condi¬ 
tions. In many instances, and especially where the diagnosis is at all 
doubtful, these tables will be found invaluable. 

The chapter ends with a few words relative to the employment of 
electrical currents for diagnostic purposes. The author points out that 
the main utility of electricity consists in differentiating between certain 
diseases involving the anterior horn cells and the cranial nerve nuclei, 
and their projections on the one hand, and diseases of the rest of the 
cerebro-spinal system on the other. Tables explanatory of the reactions 
of degeneration aud of the diseases in which these degenerations are 
found, close a most instructive aud entertaining chapter. 
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The first part of the treatise on the diseases of the nervous 
system begins with the general nervous diseases and the so-called func- 
ional neuroses. This section treats of such affections as convulsions, hys¬ 
teria, chorea and allied mobile spasms, tetanus and tetany, headaches, 
the disorder's of sleep, and the vasomotor and tropho-neuroses. Whether 
there are, strictlj 7 speaking any functional neuroses is a question which 
will possibly 7 , sometime in the future, be answered negatively. Diseases 
which are curable and in which no structural changes have been discov¬ 
ered in the central nervous system are usually described as functional 
neuroses. This term has been retained by the author, and very properly so, 
for although the most recent methods of investigation disclose structural 
changes in the nervous system which could not previously have been 
detected, the time has not yet come, though it probably is coming, when 
the morbid changes producing the so-called functional neuroses can be 
definitely 7 ascertained This section contains a clear and concise history 7 
of the numerous affections discussed in it; the pathology and patholog¬ 
ical anatomy is ably 7 set forth and the treatment advocated is that which 
has proved most serviceable in the author’s experience. 

The second part of the work is devoted to the consideration of 
organic diseases of the nervous system Diseases of the peripheral 
nerves, including brachial plexus lessions, obstetrical palsies, facial par¬ 
alysis, tic convulsif and wry neck, and multiple neuritis, which 
takes up the entire succeeding chapter, are treated with the author’s 
characteristic thoroughness. 

Diseases of the spinal cord are introduced by a chapter on the 
anatomy 7 , physiology and pathology of that structure. When volumes as 
large as the one under consideration have been written on the anatomy 
of the spinal cord alone it is impossible for a writer of a text book on 
general diseases to do more than refer briefly to the most important 
facts. This the author has accomplished most successfully. The various 
diseases of the spinal cord are satisfactorily discussed. The chapters on 
Infantile Spinal Paralysis, Syphilisofthe Spinal Cord, and Hereditary or 
Family Diseases of the Cord are particularly worthy, especially the latter 
chapter, which treats of Friedreich’s disease, and the hereditary forms of 
Cerebellar Ataxy and Spastic Paralysis. The succeeding chapter on Pro¬ 
gressive Muscular Atrophies is also worthy of mention. The differentia¬ 
tion of atrophies of central origin from primary myopathies, both from a 
clinical and histological point of view, is exceedingly well expressed. 

The chapter on the anatomy, physiology and pathology of the brain, 
though but a short review 7 of well-established facts, is carefully compiled 
and demonstrates the most important features of these subjects. 

The author has evidently taken great pains in the preparation of the 
several chapters on diseases of the brain. Those on “ Infantile Cerebral 
Palsies ” and “ Diseases and Conditions due to Defective Development of 
the Brain ” are particularly exhaustive and instructive. Both of these 
subjects have engaged the author’s attention for several years, and the 
elaboration of his views iu the present volume will, therefore, command 
more than ordinary attention. 

The w 7 ork closes with a chapter on insanity, one on idiocy and im¬ 
becility and an appendix containing a few therapeutic suggestions. Of 
course, it is impossible to treat the subject of insanity, even the insanity 
of infancy, with anything like thoroughness in the few pages that can 
be spared for the subject in a work like the one under consideration. 
Nor does the author attempt more than to give a mere sketch of the dif¬ 
ferent forms of insanity and to suggest the most appropriate methods 
of treatment. The chapter on idiocy and imbecility is very thorough 
and complete. 

Taking the work as a whole, there is much to commend and but 
little to condemn. It w 7 ill promptly take its place in the foremost ranks 
of neurological literature. Gr£me M. Hammond. 



